Aetat. BB.]       A severe attack of hypochondria.
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It was his custom to observe certain days with a pious abstraction ; viz. New-year's-day, the day of his wife's death, Good Friday, Easter-day, and his own birth-day. He this year •jays' :—' I have now spent fifty-five years in resolving; having, !Yom the earliest time almost that I can remember, been forming ichemes of a better life. I have done nothing. The need of .loing, therefore, is pressing, since the lime of doing is short. D Goi), grant tne to resolve aright, and to keep my resolutions, "or JKSUS O'lUUST's sake. AincnV
Such a tenderness of conscience, such a fervent desire of improvement, will rarely be found, It is, surely, not decent in ;hose who are hardened in indifference to spiritual improvement, :o treat this pious anxiety of Johnson with contempt.
About this time ho was afflicted with a very severe return of :he hypodiondriaek disorder, which was ever lurking about him. !Ie was so ill, as, notwithstanding his remarkable love of com->any, to be entirely averse to society, the most fatal symptom of hat malady. Dr. Adams told me, that as an old friend he was id milled to visit him, and that he found him in a deplorable ;tatc,', sighing, groaning, talking to himself, and restlessly walking Vnm room to room. lie then used this emphatical expression of he misery which he felt : ' I would consent to have a limb unpulaled to recover tny spirits-1.'
Talking to himself was, indeed, one of his singularities ever incu I knew him, I was certain that he was frequently uttering >ioiiH ejaculations; for fragments of the Lord's I'rayer have been ItHtinctly overheard*. His friend Mr. Thomas Davies, of whom Churchill says,
1 It was nn his birthday that he aid this, Uc wrote, cm the name iay :•.....' I have; outlived many friends.
have felt many .sorrows. 1 have .indc few itiiprove.iiK'iUH.1
" Prayers and Mcililnliomt, p. 58. ioHWiu,!,. In his I'iswH cf Theo-'<irf(H'nrJ('s< is. i'/<|) he; describes the tale of mind which he has recorded T his Mttiitntians\ 'There were thers wlitiiir crime it wan rather to eglect Kcnson tlum to disobey lier ; nd who retreated from the heal and
1
tumult of the way, not to the bowers of IiHciniienuKc, but to the maze of Indolence, They had this peculiarity in their condition, that they were always in sight of the road of Reason, always wishing for her presence, and always resolving to return to-morrow.'
•' See Appendix F.
1 It lined to be imagined at Mr. Thrale's, when Johnson retired to a window or corner of the room, by perceiving his lips in motion, and z                                         ' Thatrcat cause of idleness.1 •' //'. p. 51.    llo.swKf.l..
